yet uncertain but probably involves a reaction of the unit I which is a potential enamine with a breakdown product of the chromophoric unit6) of the antibiotic. On the basis of structure III we tentatively assigned the absolute chirality, as shown, for viomycidine II and the unit I at the a and @ centres. Recently two X-ray crystallographic analyses of viomycidine have been reported2j8) confirming the proposed structure and one8) confirming also our assignment of the absolute chirality. The structure of dihydroviomycidine.
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